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DEALING WITH CATASTROPHIC LOSSES:

Mortality is a normal part of animal operations. Normal mortality
should be addressed with composters or other appropriate car-
cass disposal methods. This job sheet addresses only cata-
strophic losses due to natural events. Catastrophic losses
due to disease must be reported to the State Veterinarian
and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS). For assistance in dealing with normal mortality, con-
tact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) or Conservation District (CD) office.

BEFORE DISPOSAL BEGINS:

Proper disposal of carcasses is important to prevent livestock
disease transmission and to protect air and water quality. The
South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (SD-DENR) requires licensed confined animal feeding
operations (CAFQ's) and registered poultry feeding operations
to have plans for handling losses of normal mortality and cata-
strophic losses. In the event of a catastrophic loss, carcass
disposal should follow the South Dakota Animal Industry Board
(SD-AIB) guidelines. To access these guidelines you can go to
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METHODS OF DISPOSAL.:

There are various methods available for handling catastrophic
losses - landfill, incineration, field composting, rendering, and
burial are all acceptable methods of disposal. This job sheet
describes the burial method of disposal, composting, and land-
fill/rendering. Not every method will work on every farm. Con-
tact your local NRCS or CD office to assist in finding out which
methods could be used on your farm.

GENERAL CRITERIA APPLICABLE TO ALL
METHODS OF DISPOSAL.:

9 As a minimum, divert runoff from a 25-year 24-hour rainfall
event away from the emergency management site.

 Provide warning signs, fences, refiguration unit locks, and
other devices as appropriate, to ensure the safety of hu-
mans and livestock.

I Address biosecurity concerns in all aspects of planning,
installation, operation, and maintenance of a catastrophic
animal mortality operation.

 The landowner/contractor is responsible for locating all

buried utilities in the project area, including drainage tile

and other structural measures. No excavation may begin
without first notifying the SD One-Call Notification Center
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faib.sd.gov%2Fcarcass.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce2e36d78193c4092b62408d7e210e94a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637226434566139840&sdata=BbVpveRc0Bd9UCV2ycqRG%2FbNC8R4u%2BQAqxgxeUC%2B




